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With a handful of her grandmother’s tea dresses 
from the 1930s and 40s and metres of flowing silk 
hanging in her studio, Ele was inspired to create  
a line of dresses that offer the same elegance  
that her grandmother’s generation experienced, 
“with more than a touch of my own unique design 
and cut”.

Eleanor Horsley started the Ele Horsley label in 2008, 
following working for several years as a professional 
pattern cutter in London, latterly as the in-house pattern 
cutter for Burberry.  

After a period of working in Vietnam, Ele returned to the 
UK to set up her business in the beautiful English Lake 
District based at the south end of Lake Windermere. 
Ele tells us “The nature, fresh air and beautiful  
countryside were a big pull”.

Specialising in vintage inspired design, bespoke  
wedding dresses are the main aspect of Ele’s work.

She also has a website and sells through online retailer 
“Not on the high street” ready-to-wear dresses,  
jackets, bags and more.

Her fabric suppliers come from all over the UK,  
including “Linton Tweeds” in Carlisle. This tweed 
manufacturer also supplies to one of the most famous 
fashion houses in the world, Chanel. 

Recognising the quality, Ele uses their tweed for  
bespoke jackets and bags.

Eleanor runs the Ele Horsley label on her own; she 
says “The beauty of being such a small business is 
that I can work personally with every client, offering a 
friendly and exclusive service to everyone. 

I create small collections of limited edition pieces, and 
as I make much of the collection here at the studio, I 
am able to keep adding throughout the season”.

Ele Horsley bride delivers a uniquely personal experi-
ence for those in search of the perfect wedding dress. 
Clients can choose from bespoke gowns that she will 
personally design and cut, from her exquisite collection 
of 30s style gowns, or any of the tea dress styles from 
the boutique pages made up in bridal colours.
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She also offers a fabulous range of vintage style hair 
accessories, glamorous hosiery and elegant  
umbrellas to complete the look. A large number of her 
clients come from the South Lakeland area, though 
many also travel up from London for a special visit.

“Every wedding dress I make is a highlight for me - 
each one individually designed and made. The ladies 
who come to me for their dress are usually after  
something rather unusual, for example I have made a 
bright red 1950s style wedding dress, a duck-egg blue 
1940s style wedding dress, a Grace Kelly style  
floor-length gown and a Grecian goddess dress to 
name but a few. Each dress is a labour of love”.

Over the next 5 years Ele plans to continue to create 
wedding gowns for ladies with unusual ideas, and 
to make some impact on her vast stock of fabrics by 
creating new designs to put on the website.

Ele tells us about the best aspects of living and  
working in South Lakeland, “it’s having amazing  
countryside just on the doorstep, the ability to  
finish work for the day and then be up on the top of a 
mountain to watch the setting sun. Also the supportive 
community and networks within the area are great for 
business and friends”.

Ele Horsley Couture
Email. ele@elehorsley.com

www.elehorsley.com



Welcome to South Lakeland. 
A Breath of Fresh Air for Business.

An area known globally for its astounding natural 
beauty and unique vibrant culture, South Lakeland  
is also home for a thriving and innovative business  
environment where companies can become  
established, grow and prosper.

The entrepreneurial business spirit is strongly  
encouraged in South Lakeland, reflected in the  
healthy number of fledgling enterprises setting up  
each year in our region, and our work also  
encompasses projects designed to help make the  
first steps to start-up as easy as possible.

The Economic Development Team at South Lakeland 
District Council are an inward investment service  
providing information and support to businesses of  
all sizes, covering all industry sectors, whether you  
are already here or are looking to locate your  
operations in South Lakeland. 

The Economic Development Team are here to help 
your business uncover the exciting potential that exists 
here. Should you have any questions, we are on hand 
to assist and tell you more about the opportunities to 
be found in the most beautiful corner of the UK.

Economic Development Team 

South Lakeland District Council

South Lakeland House

Lowther Street

Kendal

Cumbria LA9 4DL

Telephone: 01539 793280

Email: info@investinsouthlakeland.co.uk
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